Angioscopic observation in chronic thromboembolic pulmonary hypertension before and after balloon pulmonary angioplasty.
: We here report the angioscopic assessment of inoperable peripheral chronic thromboembolic pulmonary hypertension in an 81-year-old man who was previously diagnosed with the disease. To assess the pathological morphology of the web lesion, pouch defect and band lesion, we used two types of angioscopic catheter: blood flow-maintaining type and blood flow-blocking type. Angioscopy revealed a heterogeneous thrombus that contained white organized thrombus, red fragile thrombus and yellowish thrombus. After three sessions of balloon pulmonary angioplasty, his pulmonary arterial pressure decreased and his symptom of dyspnea on exertion and desaturation were improved. Angioscopy displayed various forms of organized thrombus, and also allowed the detailed observation of lesions that were difficult to be observed by angiography.